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105th NYCPM Commencement Confers Doctor of Podiatric Medicine Degrees upon 88 Graduates;
François Fournier, President, U.S. Commercial, Advanced Wound Management, Smith & Nephew, Delivers 

Keynote Address; Fournier Among Three Who Receive Honorary Degrees

 An enthusiastic audience of families and friends greeted each of the 88 graduates who crossed the 
Alice Tully Hall stage at the 2016 Commencement of the New York College of Podiatric Medicine (NYCPM) on 
May 25th. Louis L. Levine, President and CEO of the College, presided over the ceremonies and conferred the 
degrees. Faculty hooded the candidates and presented them with their diplomas, before the graduates all 
took the Hippocratic Oath, led by Michael J. Trepal, DPM, FACFAS, VP of Academic Affairs and Dean. Fifteen of 
the graduates were hooded by family members who are doctors themselves.

 Before the ceremony began, the attendees were led in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by 
Christopher Martin Wolf, President of the Class of 2016; graduating senior Michael J. Huchital led the singing 
of the national anthem. Andrew Shapiro, DPM, President of the New York State Podiatric Medical Association 
and an alumnus (Class of ’86), offered the soon-to-be DPMs some advice culled from his 30 years in the pro-
fession. He urged the graduates to be involved with others in the podiatric profession; to find a mentor and 
be a mentor; to look good as representatives of the healthcare profession and, to have fun doing it all. Lastly 
he did something he said he couldn’t do at his graduation – he took some selfies on stage! 
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(Left) The ceremony begins: Randy E. Cohen, DPM, leads the faculty to the Alice Tully Hall stage while holding the Seifer Scepter.

(Center) President and CEO Louis L. Levine addresses the graduates.

(Right) Andrew Shapiro, DPM (’86), took a selfie on stage after speaking to the graduates.



 Prior to receiving their degrees, 10 students were given awards and honors based on academic 
achievement and other aspects of their performance (several students won multiple awards). Three students 
– Michelle Ashley Kaufman, Amanda Marie Riley and Naeemah Ruffin – graduated with the dually sponsored 
DPM-MPH degrees, given by both NYCPM and the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. Three residents 
– Adrienne Marie Estes, DPM, Sally Ahmed Fayed, DPM and Ilya Makarovskiy, DPM -- received their gradua-
tion certificates; Fayed and Makarovskiy had been members of the NYCPM Class of 2013. Robert A. Eckles, 
DPM, Associate Professor of Orthopedic Sciences and Dean of Clinical Education and Graduate Medical Edu-
cation at NYCPM, received The Steven Seifer Goodfellow Award, bestowed by his fellow faculty members for 
demonstrating exceptional contributions and service to the College.

 Wayne L. Bakotic, DO, Co-Manager of Bako Pathology Services, was the first to receive an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree (LHD), Honoris Causa, at the ceremony. He told the audience that he was 
honored to play a small role in “this great profession.” Terry O’Sullivan, General President, LIUNA (Laborers’ 
International Union of North America), compared being a doctor to being in the labor movement; both are 
dedicated to helping people. Of laborers, he said “their feet are the one tool they can’t work without. You’ll 
be there to help and protect their feet and their livelihoods.”

 Keynoter François Fournier’s address largely focused on what he described as the chronic wound 
epidemic in the US and around the world. Citing a number of devastating statistics, he discussed the impor-
tance of podiatry in the care of diabetic foot ulcers and the relationship of DFUs to amputations of the lower 
extremity. He noted that podiatrists “are the frontline professionals in the diagnosis and care of diabetics and 
their feet,” and are “superbly well equipped” to address wounds of the foot, whether caused by diabetes or 
another disease or by biomechanics. Fournier, the president of the wound care management arm of Smith 
& Nephew, a global medical technology company, feels that the influence of podiatrists in wound care can 
only grow. 

 Concluding remarks were made by Christopher Martin Wolf, DPM, and Erick Douglas Studyvin, DPM, 
Class Valedictorian. Studyvin stated that the graduates are going into the business of helping others, and 
advised his classmates to “show humility and passion, and to treat patients as you would want to be treated.”
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(Left) Wayne L. Bakotic, DO, with his honorary degree, LHD.

(Center) Terry O’Sullivan receives his degree from Chairman Ward.

(Right) François Fournier delivers his keynote address.



(Left) Awards and Honors were conferred at graduation. Michael J. Trepal, DPM (’81), Academic Dean, presented Michael Rossidis 
with The American Board of Podiatric Surgery Michael L. Stone, DPM Outstanding Professional Conduct Award.

(Right) Susan Rice, DPM (’88) presented Gaston Mike Liu with the Dr. Emil Rose Senior Scholar Award.

(Left) Robert A. Eckles, DPM, was chosen by faculty to receive the Steven Seifer Goodfellow Award, here presented by President 
Levine. (Right) Anthony Jabra received the Dr. Keith R. Springer Memorial Scholarship from Kevin T. Jules, DPM (’84).

Three students -- Michelle Ashley Kaufman, Naeemah Ruffin, and Amanda Marie Riley -- graduated with the dually sponsored 
DPM-MPH degree given by both NYCPM and the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.
Graduates recited the Hippocratic Oath after receiving their diplomas.



 Second-, third- and fourth-year NYCPM students were awarded scholarships for academic achievements, 
community or school service, or other considerations at an upbeat ceremony on May 5. A number of sponsor-
ing Trustees or alumni presented their named scholarships themselves, as did representatives of grantor orga-
nizations. Five new awards – four named for Trustees (Dr. Susheel Bathla Scholarship; Jerilyn and Gabe Caprio 
Scholarship; Dr. Kathleen Reilly-Fallon Scholarship; the Dr. Halina Semla-Pulaski Scholarship) and one named 
for the late instructor Rabbi Ephraim H. Sturm and presented by his son, COO Joel Sturm – made their debut. 
 

 The students’ pride and smiles were reflected by the presenters as the awardees sprinted down the steps 
to accept their certificates. According to Susan Rice, DPM (’88), Chair of the Scholarship Committee, over 200 
students applied for the awards overall. Congratulations to the winners!

May Awards Ceremony Recognizes Student Achievements

Fourteen students won the NYCPM Scholarship Award. These five students are from the Class of 2018: left to right, Sara Sta-
chura, Shadi Aouad, Matthew D’Angelo, Djavlon Khakimov, Amanda Siegel.

(Left picture) Danielle Boyle (2017) won the Dr. Kathleen Reilly-Fallon Scholarship presented by Eileen Chusid, PhD (left) and 
Dr. Fallon (right).

(Right picture) Israel Goldstein, DPM (80) presented his scholarship to Aaron Bradley (left) and Mark Rotenstein (right), both of the 
Class of 2017.   


