
NYCPM Holds Inaugural Planning Dinner
To Begin Involving Alumni in Upcoming 
Celebration  Marking 100th Anniversary
of College’s Founding

In a little over two years, the New York College of Podiatric Medicine (NYCPM) will be marking the 100th anniver-
sary of its founding in 1911.  And while there will certainly be gala events celebrating the College’s centennial, 
NYCPM also plans to enlist its alumni and friends in an initiative aimed at strengthening the College and enhanc-
ing the contributions of podiatry to the future of medical care in this country and around the world.  

To get the ball rolling, and to begin involving alumni, the College recently held an inaugural planning dinner in 
its newly-created Bruce J. Frankel, DPM Conference Center.  The attendees included a number of leaders of past 
graduating classes, as well as other leaders of the profession, including representatives from the New York State 
Podiatric Medical Association.  In attendance from NYCPM were President and CEO Louis L. Levine, Michael J. 
Trepal, DPM, Vice President for Academic A�airs and Dean, Mark H. Swartz, MD, Professor of Podiatric Medicine 
and Vice President, Medical and Professional A�airs, Howard Rusk, Jr., Director of Alumni A�airs, and Harold 
Wolchok, Special Consultant, Centennial Planning.
  
Mr. Rusk opened the evening by describing the initial planning for the celebration of NYCPM’s centennial.  He 
expressed the hope and expectation that NYCPM alumni would be key to the success of the celebration and 
would be leaders in taking podiatry into the future.             

Next, other members of the administration described very positive recent developments at NYCPM, including 
innovations within the curriculum, both from the standpoint of material covered as well as in the way it is taught 
and assessed; the recent hiring of several outstanding new faculty members in the Pre-Clinical Sciences; newly-
completed renovations and upgrades to several classrooms and to the computer labs, as well as the creation of 
new spaces for several College 
departments; and the recently-
instituted CAPSTONE Assessment 
Program, which uses standardized 
patients (actors trained to simulate 
particular disease states and to 
perform as a patient would during 
an exam) to assess how well third-
year students interview patients 
and perform a physical exam.

Howard Rusk, Jr., NYCPM’s Director of Alumni A�airs & Coordinator,
Centennial Celebration, addresses the inaugural planning dinner for the
celebration marking the 100th anniversary of the College’s founding.  

Louis L. Levine, President & CEO of NYCPM, describes the 
newly-completed renovations and upgrades to the 
computer labs and to several classrooms, as well as the 
creation of new spaces for several College departments.


