
PubMed and Full-Text Retrieval 

Disclaimer: 
This presentation is not about the intricacies of searching 
(strategies and the like) but about the mechanics of 
retrieving the full-text of a record you have found on 
PubMed. 



Outline 
 We will review the different steps to 

accessing PubMed from the NYCPM 
Library website. 

 We will also explore the on- and off-
campus differences 

 After performing your search, and once 
PubMed has displayed a list of records of 
your choice, we will investigate different 
options to retrieve the text of an article 



Whether you are on-campus or off-campus, go to NYCPM 
Library website, located at 

http://www.nycpm.edu/library.asp 



Welcome to the Library site! 
Now the hard part (believe it or 

not!) 
 If you are on-campus, no problem, the system 

recognizes the IP Address and treats you like family! No 
need to log in. 



 
 

If you are off-campus, you will see a dialog box (about halfway down 
the page) asking you to log in. 
Your login info has been emailed to you by the Library Director 
already. When in doubt, ask us. 
Once you have input your login info, the system recognizes you as an 
NYCPM member and you are as good as on-campus (almost…) 

 



Next step… 
 Scroll down the page and click on 

PUBMED… 
 Do not type in the PubMed.gov address (or 

URL)  in the URL box, as the system will not 
recognize your affiliation and full-text, if 
available, will not be retrievable 



Welcome to PubMed 



Reminder! 

 We will not cover Search Strategies, 
boolean logic, truncations, MESH, etc. 

 The Director of the Library usually 
teaches workshops to that effect. 

 We will assume that you have correctly 
searched for articles, based on a topic or 
research project. 



Let us assume that you have 
searched for … 

 Hallux Valgus AND Juvenile* 
 …you came up with 38 records. 



What now?... 
 The correct and sensible way to figure out if 

the results (hits) fit your needs is to open 
each and every link and read the abstract (if 
available). 

 You have noticed that the list does not 
inform you upon the full-text availability of 
the records. You need to click on the links 

 For instance, let’s open Record #4 (Scarf 
osteotomy for the correction of adolescent 
hallux valgus.) 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20400434
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20400434
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20400434


…click on the “title” (blue link) 



…a good idea would be to read the 
abstract first… 

 Maybe this is a good article for your 
project. The abstract (a summary of the 
article) could be anything between 10 to a 
few hundred words. 

 The goal, methodology, findings and 
conclusion are usually summarized. 

 Let’s say that this is the article of your 
dreams… 

 From here, you have a few options, 
depending on the situation… 



Option 1, the easiest, the full-text is readily 
available. Always, always look up the upper 

right-hand corner for an icon 



Click on the icon… et voilà! 

Save it, 
Print it, 
Read it, 
Email 
it… 



Option 2: the article is available in 
print, in the library; in which case 

you will see this icon: 



In this event… 

 … you need to visit the library, find the 
journal and photocopy the article… 

 Call/email us if you need help. 



Option 3 
 In the event that we do not have direct 

access to the full-text of the article… 
 Let’s say that there is no icon of any 

sort… 
 No problem!! 
 Just request the article through our Inter 

Library Loan Request Form page. 
 Just go to the library page and click on… 



…this link… 



Fill in the form, we will request the 
article for you… 

 …in a very timely manner. We’ll email you 
the PDF version of the article once we 
obtain it from another institution. 



…any questions? 

 You know where we are. 
 Do not hesitate to call, email us anytime. 
 We are here to help!! 
 Good luck! 
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